Chapter XX
NEW ZEALAND  AND  THE  CATHOLIC
INFLUENCE
JL HE problems of the Catholic Church in New Zealand
are very like those in Australia. I came away with the
impression that, on the whole, the New Zealand Catholics
are keener on social service work and on interesting them-
selves in the unemployed than are those of Australia.
As a country, this Dominion is probably the most
British-minded of all the Empire. There are a certain
number of Catholic families of English descent, but again
the majority are Irish. The numbers are small and have,
as yet, no very great influence in a population of about
one and a half millions. Yet their future seems to me to
be likely to develop far more influentially, and it leads
one to think over the question of exactly what use the
Catholic Church could be in the British Empire.
There are bishops for every large city in the Northern
and Southern Islands, and in each diocese there is a strong
group of younger men, mostly well-to-do, who wish to be
extremely active in the affairs of their country. The older
people are still essentially Irish, but the younger ones are
first and foremost New Zealanders. They are not only
tired of what their parents have to say with regard to the
wonders of another country, namely Ireland, but they
consider that they are mistrusted in New Zealand, because